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Public Safety vs. Public Perception
Call City–Not University–Police First

It’s about more than just 
student disturbances.

Over the years there have 
been many rumors and 
misconceptions regarding the 
dual roles of the Metropolitan 
Police Department (MPD) 
and the George Washington 
University Police Department 
(UPD). Which group enforces 
District Laws for either 
GWU’s “campus” or for 
students living off-campus? 
Who, if anyone? 

 In the recent past I have 
been told, off the record, by 
MPD officers that they were 
not permitted to deal with 
student misconduct unless it 
was requested by the UPD. 
Adding fuel to this rumor fire 
a few years ago was former DC 

City Council member Kathy 
Patterson, then Chair of the 
Council’s Committee on the 
Judiciary. Under the rubric 
of “concurrent jurisdiction” 
Patterson tried to make 
that process a matter of law. 
This potential legislation 
raised such a hue and cry 
throughout the City that 
the ill-advised proposal was 
withdrawn. Nonetheless, while 
the legislation failed, rumors 
perpetuated that the flawed 
process was still in place.

 Do these rumors persist? 
Yes, GWU has opened an 
office to deal with student 
misconduct. And, yes, in 
repeated mailings and public 
appearances, sounding very 
reasonable and even helpful, 

University representatives 
decry disruptive, disturbing 
and possibly illegal behavior. 
A closer look at GWU’s 
actions and policies regarding 
misconduct (student and 
otherwise) both on and off its 
campus environs reveals that, 
despite good intentions,  
they may actually hinder 
public safety.

 Last week I had a phone 
conversation with Lt. Phil 
Lanciano of the MPD. The 
good lieutenant is a genuine 
asset in our community, and 
he assured me that no policy—
overt or hidden—prevents 
MPD officers from dealing 
with student misconduct, 
either on or off the campus. 
While GWU has established 

a “hotline” and encouraged 
non-student residents to 
call the University first, 
Lt. Lanciano, asks that 
reports are first made to 
the MPD. The MPD will 
then determine if and how 
to involve the university 
authorities.

The October 2 edition 
of the GW Hatchet ran an 
excellent editorial expressing 
concern over GWU’s plans 
to extend UPD authority 
to off-campus residences. 
The editor declared that 
students living off-campus 
must learn to live as adult 
and responsible members of 
the residential community, 
and “In the same vein, 
neighborhood associations 
and residents should be 
treating students like any 
other residents and keeping 
UPD out of the picture.” 

Law enforcement is central 
in achieving this goal set out 
by the Hatchet editor. The 
only way in which District 
laws can be enforced is by 

the professional officers 
of the MPD, responsible 
to District residents and 
as part and parcel of their 
job, officers take an oath 
to enforce District laws. 
Neither is true of the UPD, 
much less the University’s 
public relations office which 
is charged with responding 
to—and/or placating— 
our residents.

I strongly urge that 
everyone heed Lt. Lanciano’s 
advice. Should FB/WE 
residents—STUDENTS 
INCLUDED—experience 
or witness misconduct or, 
what seems to be a violation 
of law by anyone, the phone 
should be used to dial 911, 
not the University. The 
name or badge number of 
responding officers, date and 
time should be noted, as well 
as an account of any incident 
specifics. Lt Lanciano will 
then have the tools to  
follow-up and he has 
promised to do so.

 — Ron Cocome     S a v e  t h e  D a t e !    
Wednesdays:  

Farmer’s Market Count Down. 
4 Wednesdays left of fresh produce, 

meat, bread and pastries until FARMER’s 
MARKET returns in 2009.

FBA MONTHLY MEETING:  
THURSDAY OCT 30

Join your FB Neighbors to meet the Ward 
2 Council Members and Challengers before 

casting your vote in the November election. 
FBA is proud to host this event as a means to 

hear the positions of council candidates.  
Candidates Participating are:

Carol Schwartz , Kwame Brown, Michael 
Brown, Dee Hunter, and pending, Patrick 

Mara and David Schwartzman.
St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church (Pennsylvania 

Avenue at 25th St. Enter on 25th Street)

4 November, Neighborhood 
Election Get Togethers

Ritz-Carlton Washington 
1150 22nd St., NW, Washington, DC 

202-835-0500
Sell specialty drinks and appetizers  

and access to a big screen tv

ElectionNight.us
Open Bar, 8-11 p.m. 

$40 in advance, $50 election night 
Park Hyatt Washington

24 & M Streets, NW, Washington, DC 
202-789-1234

13 December, Casey Trees  
Pruning Session

Prune: The master pruning  
workshop with Joe Murray is scheduled 

Dec. 13 at Rock Creek Cemetery.  
The $20 fee includes lunch at the  

St. Paul’s Parish Hall. To reserve a place, 
send a check made out to  

Casey Trees to 1123 11th St. NW, #3, 
Washington DC 20001, to the  

attention of Carol Herwig. 

TIP from Casey Trees
The temperatures have cooled down, but 
we’ve had just a trace of rain this month. 

Please water your trees.
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Your Membership Card Works in the  
FBA’s Preferred Merchant Program!
Foggy Bottom Association members receive a variety
of discounts from local businesses through the FBA’s
“Preferred Merchant Program.” Look for the logo at
these businesses and present your card for these discounts. The membership card 
also allows FBA members use of GWU’s Gelman Library.

Danny Diaz, Ltd.
522 23rd St. NW • 202-296-2767
20% discount off of merchandise;
10% discount off alterations 
Joseph A. Bank
1200 19th St. NW • 202-466-2282  
Robeks Fruit Smoothies & Healthy Eats
2000 Pennsylvania Ave. NW • 202-463-2767
(excludes Exotic Smoothies and Wheatgrass 
shots/not valid with other offers) 

Thai Kitchen
2311 M St. NW • 202-452-6090
20% discount off all food (excludes alcohol) 
Scogna Formal Wear
1908 L St. NW • 202-296-4555 
Tonic at Quigley’s Restaurant
2036 G Street NW • 202-296-0211

20% discount 

Barmy Wines and Liquor
1912 L St. NW • 202-833-8730
15% discount on wine; 10% on liquor 
Expressions (Fine Clothing)
2000 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
202-775-9299 
Metropolitan Optical
2000 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
202-659-6555

Primi Piatti
2013 Eye St. NW • 202-223-3600 
The Wine Specialist
2115 M St. NW • 202-822-8000
15% off all non-sale items 
(includes wine, beer, water and soda); 
10% off  liquor

15% Discount

One Fish, Two Fish
2423 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
202-822-0977
10% off total meal bill for dine-in/carry-out 
Hummingbird Spa
2440 M St. NW, Ste. 505 • 202-785-4228 
www.hummingbirdspa.com
10% off spa services; 20% off products 
Watergate Gallery and Frame Design
2552 Virginia Ave. • 338-4488
www.watergategalleryframedesign.com 
Watergate Wine and Beverage
2544 Virginia Ave. NW • 202-333-0636
10% discount on wine; 5% on liquor

10% Discount
The Sports Club/LA is offering FBA 
members a corporate rate of $1,419 for 
one year, the equivalent of $118/month. 
That compares with the usual membership 
rate of $2,366 ($143/mo. plus a $650 
initiation fee), a first-year savings of $947. 
Squash membership is $1,639 for a year, 
vs. the standard $2,706 ($163/mo. plus a 
$750 initiation fee). The membership must 
be paid in one payment. To join, bring a 
check or money order to the club payable 
to “Foggy Bottom Association,” and 
the club will invoice the FBA. For more 
information, call Tamara or Suzanne at the 
SCLA, at 202-974-6600.

Sports Club/LA

600 Restaurant at the Watergate
600 New Hampshire Ave. NW
202-337-5890
20% discount first, 15% subsequent  
(excludes alcohol)
 
David’s Hair Studio
1918 Eye St. NW • 202-293-3024
20% discount first, 10% subsequent
 

Shohreh Day Spa
1712 Eye St. NW, Suite 914
202-452-9300
20% discount first, 10% subsequent

20% off 1st visit lesser % on additional visits


