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participated in 24 of these 
neighborhood forums/debates 
for this election. “Mark (Long) 
was always the first  
person to arrive,  
and the last to  
leave.” She 
continued, “he 
attended this  
FBA debate,  
even at the risk 
of missing his 
own fundraiser 
tonight,” and 
stressed with as 
little funding as 
he had, what a 
sacrifice this was, 
and would we 
excuse him if  
he left. 

The audience 
readily conceded 
and Joy asked 
for any closing 
remarks. Mark 
Long, whose 
opening statement 
postured him 
as a community 
activist, an educa- 
tionally and 
professionally 
accomplished  
man, a 4th 
generation 
Washingtonian 
with a quiet 
passion for  
serving the 
District, easily 
shifted to give 
tremendous 
accolades to 
Schwartz, Mara, 
and Kwame 
Brown, those candidates he 
shared the dias with that night 
and the 23 other times. He 
shared how much he admired 
each one of them as they began 
to become acquainted through 
this process, and how much 
passion each one brings to 
District politics. It appeared as 
though Long had completed 
his remarks. Patrick Mara 
nudged and then whispered 
something to Long, who 
readdressed the audience,  

“I’d like your vote”. 
The FBA Debate proved 

to unveil community-based 
passion and respect among and 
for fellow candidates, whether 
Democrat or Republican. It is 
what the system and politics is 
supposed to be about. Taking 
each other’s ideas and building 
upon them, reaching across 

the aisle for support. 
Politely acknowledging 
differences on some 
things, but embracing 
those things that are 
shared and pushing 
them forward.  If for no 

other reason than to experience 
this reassuring testament to 
the caliber of men and women 
coming forward to serve at a 
local level, the evening was a 
blazing success. 

Also present for the evening 
was Davis Kennedy, publisher 
of THE CURRENT, weekly 
newspapers.                  — S.T.

s a v e  t h e  d a t e !
NOTE: FBA Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday 18, November 

(due to Thanksgiving Holiday) 

Wednesdays: Farmer’s Market Count Down. 3 Wednesdays left 

Saturdays and Sundays: Swedish Café Bites & Sounds
Serving homemade Swedish delicacies and coffee every Saturday and Sunday between 
12:00–5:00 pm while listening to Swedish music and endangered sounds of Sweden. 

House of Sweden, 2900 K St. NW (betw. Washington Harbor & Thompson’s Boat House)

Saturday 22, November, 10 am to Noon, 26th St Park Fall Clean-Up 
BYO “Rakes & Brooms” — Refreshments and Neighborly Chatter between Raking and 

Stashing Leaves Location: 26th St. between K and Eye Streets NW

Incumbent Carol Schwartz 
sharing her substantial 
contributions

(Below) 
Republican City Council 
Candidate Patrick Mara 

with FBA member 
and Ron Cocome, 

FBA President, emeritus

At-Large City Council Candidate Mark Long (above) 
addressing FBA Membership 

(Below) Marilyn Rubin, FBA Membership Chair,  
Julie Jacobsen, and David Hertzfeld,  
FBA Board Member talking after Debate

(Right)  
FBA members 
after Debate

(Above) ANC member 
Armando Irizarry (left) and 

The Current Newspapers 
Publisher, Davis Kennedy 

(right)

(Below)
Councilmember  
Jack Evans, 
Challenger  
Christina Culver,  
Joy Howell,  
FBA President


