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December 16, 2009

HOLIDAYS IN FOGGY BOTTOM THE HEURICH HOUSE, A FB ORIGINAL

To step across =
the threshold A
of the Heurich
Museum at 1307
New Hampshire
Ave NW is to

leave the 21st
century. A bit
like Alice in
Wonderland
after drinking
the magic potion
you have the
impression you
have suddenly
shrunk when you stand in
next to the 12’ foot windows
or the towering fireplace
mantles in rooms that have
14.5’ ceilings.

Every surface of the room
tells a story that folds back
into the marvelous history
of the family, the house, the
time. Each room is bordered
by elaborate wood relief and
moldings and the ceilings are
ornately painted. Many of
the walls are wooden paneled.
And the floors are bordered
with beautiful white tiled
mosaic with a floral design
of the period. Depending
on the purpose of the room,
those with fireplaces (17 to be
precise) have an appropriate
bronzed art sculpture at the

(Above) Scott Nelson, Heurich House
Director; and Jeanne Richards, Board
Member.

(Right) Ceiling & wall detail
from the formal sitting room

The rooster motto found in Heurich’s

Bierstube reads, “When the cock crows

Jor the first time empty your drinking
cups while you can.” Better known
as ‘last call’.

(Above) The ornate, formal sitting room
fireplace

back of the fireplace.

This house is unique in
that Mr. Heurich avidly
incorporated the newest of

technologies of the time and
many that we can view that
he saw at the 1893 Chicago
World’s Fair and had adapted

Wachovia Bank Branch: Columbia Plaza

Last Thursday, Marilyn
Rubin, President, of the
Columbia Plaza Tenants
Association, and Ron
Cocome, former FBA
President, met with Erik
Kodjanian, Senior VP of
the Great Washington Area
Offices of Wachovia Bank
regarding their decision to

close the Columbia Plaza
branch January 28, 2010. As
Mr. Cocome noted, “it was
something of a miracle to get
him to come to FB.”
Kodjanian was given a
number of letters by Mr.
Cocome from the various
residential boards asking to
maintain their presence.

Mrs. Rubin gave him a
document with some 200
petition signatures, plus letters
from the local buildings and
businesses. They three had

a positive conversation.

Mr. Kodjanian indicated he
will review the information
and make a final decision by
December 28.

(Above) The family breakfast table

(Left) A view from the music room of the

N street level formal rooms

forms of intercoms, a security
system, and an internal
telephone system. Unlike any
other house in America in
1894, the 17 fireplaces were
capped as soon as they were
built as a fire-safety measure.
The effort to restore the

into this home. This house,
completed in 1894, was built as
a “fire-proof” house* with an
elevator, dumb-waiter, central
heating, hot and cold running
water, eight bathrooms, gas and
electrical lighting, automatic
air vacuums and self-cleaning

mop closets on each floor, three (continued on next page)
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Support Our Military for The Holidays: Thanks, Xerox

If you go to this web site,
www.LetsSayThanks.com
you can pick out a thank you
card and Xerox who started
this initiative in 2003 with
this website, will print it and
it will be sent to a soldier
that is currently serving in

Iraq. You can't pick out who
gets it, but it will go to a
member of the armed services.
Whether you are for or against
the war, our soldiers over there
need to know we are behind
them. This takes just 10
seconds and it’s a wonderful

way to say thank you.
Please take the time and
please take the time to
pass it on for others to do.
Again, the website is
www.LetsSayThanks.com.
Thanks for taking to time
to support our military!

THE HEURICH HOUSE (contd)

house to museum quality
began in 2004, when

the family took back the
building. A lot of work and
in particular, the addition
of Scott Nelson to the

staff, is now rewarded with
an accurate and attentive
renovation and restoration
showcasing everything from
the original furniture, rugs,
art works, and wall treatments
to the china as well as many
other of the Heurich family
possessions. The family
continues to be involved
and like the patron of the
family, demonstrate their
generosity by sharing this
with the public.

The museum director,
Scott Nelson, and the
Heurich Board continue to
work on three of the five
floors and the back yard.
The garden which as Nelson
quips, “was like the SECRET
GARDEN overgrown with
wisteria, vinca and ivy. It’s
been tended to and returned
to a proper Victorian garden.
We open it to the community
for lunches and a local

A typical tree complete with nutcracker
in the Heurich Family Formal Room.

daycare. In good weather the
sounds of children playing in
the yard fill the house.”

To properly celebrate the
Heurich House, is to know
that Christian Heurich, the
owner arrived from Germany
as a young man, became one of
the richest men in Washington
living in the house until 1945
when he died quietly in his
sleep at the age of 103. He
made his fortune from his
breweries located in Foggy
Bottom and was extremely

safety conscious as a result

of one of a fire in one of his
breweries. He was generous
with the community wanting
his house and garden to be
open to the community.
Similarly generous, Heurich’s
grandchildren gave land from
site of his former brewery to
help create the site for the John
E Kennedy Center for the Arts.

As the house was completed
for Christmas 105 years ago,
a holiday visit is very special.
Visitors can see the festive
decorations and imagine
how the Heurichs’ would
have enjoyed their home with
family and friends.

To embrace the Holiday
spirit, tours of the House are
held Thursdays and Fridays
at 11:30 and 1; and Saturdays
at 11:30, 1 and 2:30 pm.

A $5 donation is suggested.
Special Events and group
tours can be arranged. For
more information, email
Scott Nelson, the Director, at
Scott@heurichhouse.org.

* Heurich was the first to
build a home in D.C. with a
steel and concrete frame.

VISITING THE NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE & THE PATHWAY OF PEACE

Illuminated each evening from dusk until 11 p.m. through January 1st.
Performances by volunteer choirs and dancers will be held nightly on the Ellipse
stage. Weeknight performances are scheduled from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Weekend
performances are scheduled from 4 to 8:30 p.m. Seasonal displays include a
Yule log and a large-scale model train. For the first time, this year the seasonal
display will include Santa’s Workshop, which will be open at select times so that
children can visit with Santa. For further information and info about the
scheduled groups performing call 202.208.1631.

THE RIVER INN:

FOGGY BOTTOM NEIGHBORS SPECIAL HOLIDAY RATES BEGINNING AT $89 PER NIGHT.
The website is www.theriverinn.com or call 202.337.7600
and mention the promotional code GIFT when making reservations.




